Small Business Regulatory Review Board

Meeting Minutes for February 5, 2014

Held at the Wisconsin State Capitol, Governor’s Conference Room

Board members in attendance: Rep. Howard Marklein, Sen. Terry Moulton, Guy Wood, Erich Korth, Thomas Wulf, Minoo Seifoddini, Jim Ring, Kimberly Vele

1. Call to Order
1. Minutes from November Meeting: Member Ring made a motion to approve the board minutes from November 2013. Member Vele seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.
1. Department of Safety & Professional Services (DSPS): Jeff Weigand and Katie Paff from DSPS presented to the board. In the previous meeting, the board had asked DSPS to give a more specific definition of the garages that would be affected by the HVAC requirements. DSPS gave the 2009 IFC definition as a suggestion. Jeff emphasized that without a scope statement from the Governor’s office, they cannot make an official proposal. Member Korth asked about propane injections in relation to the proposal. Member Wulf mentioned that there are more propane vehicles than natural gas. Jeff responded that this proposal would not affect propane. Katie mentioned that neighboring states like Minnesota and Iowa have exempted minor repair garages from these requirements. Jeff then gave an update about the wall bracing proposals. He communicated that progress was being made and that the homebuilders associations were fine with the proposals. The emergency rule regarding wall bracing was approved by the Governor’s office and Secretary Ross of DSPS and is effective April 1st, 2014. Nancy reminded the board that this proposal would give “plain language” to the regulations involving wall bracing. Nancy asked Jeff if there would be a website resource for these rules. Jeff responded that there would be resources on the DSPS website and they would look into putting a powerpoint presentation on the website as well. 
1. Department of Safety & Professional Services (DSPS): Jeff Weigand talked about a proposed rule change that would allow any group to submit a national examination for approval by DSPS. Currently, those individuals that install water treatment units must take a state exam in addition to their national exam. Wisconsin is one of only three states that require state licensing in addition to the passing of the national exam. Michelle Kussow from the Water Quality Association spoke about how material on the state exam was not in-line with things the professionals would be doing for their clients. Nancy asked if a general plumber could fix water treatment units. Michelle responded yes. Jeff emphasized that the use of an outside entity and their exam is done by a quarter to a half of all the professions under the purview of DSPS. Katie mentioned that the national organization would have to submit an example test, score report, and answer key among other things for DSPS approval. DSPS can also revoke approval at any time. Chair Marklein asked if these professionals only had to apply for the license once. DSPS responded that these individuals only have to take the test once and they are approved for five years. Every five years, the individual has to apply for renewal. DSPS also mentioned that the license from the state would cost around $75 and that the exam cost was around $165. Member Vele asked how many people would be affected in the profession. Michelle responded that around 500 people statewide has this license. Jeff mentioned that they would be having a DSPS public hearing on March 3rd of this year about this proposal. Joe asked what the board can do to support this proposal. Jeff responded that a motion of support would be appreciated. Member Korth made a motion of support. This was seconded by Member Wulf. The motion was approved unanimously. Michelle also spoke about the duplicative process to have products approved on the state level even though they have received federal and international approval. This can be hard on businesses to wait for state, federal, and international approval before they can sell their product.
1. Alan Jewell was not able to attend the meeting.
1. 2014 Outreach Efforts: In the past year, Joe and Nancy, through the Office of Business Development have visited 43 counties, hosted 200 events, met 4,000 business owners and stakeholders. Over 200 issues were brought to the Office of Business Development. Nancy talked about the webinar that she and Joe would host for businesses and encouraged board members to participate. 
1. Merger of the Department of Safety & Professional Services (DSPS) and the Department of Agriculture, Trade, & Consumer Protection (DATCP): 450,000 surveys were mailed out by the Office of Business Development and they received 24,000 responses. Members received the executive summary to the study and the feedback overwhelmingly suggested that the two departments remain separate. However, there were many different suggestions from respondents that pertained to how each individual department could improve. Joe also mentioned the rules that were released by DATCP that put state regulations in line with federal requirements.
1. Outreach to associations: Joe and Nancy encouraged Board members to reach out to their respective associations and fellow business associates for issues they have with Wisconsin regulations. Joe suggested that there be more special guests from the business community at future board meetings.
1. Adjourn: Member Korth made a motion to adjourn. Member Wulf seconded the motion. Motion to adjourn approved unanimously.
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